CHAPTER XII
THE MACBETH PERIOD

(1888-1892)

BEFORE the production of "Macbeth" was definitely settled, Henry
considered other plays. The prospects of "As You Like It" looked
bright at one time, those of "The Tempest" at another. Henry was much
attracted by the part of Caliban, but when I told him to go ahead and
not to bother about there being no part in "The Tempest" which at-
tracted me, he said: "It would never do. The young lovers are the thing
in the play, and where are we going to find them?" During our "As
You Like It" discussions, he told me he had no intention of playing
Jacques. "I shall play Touchstone. He is in the vital part of the play."
Henry put the objections to "As You Like It" so convincingly that al-
though I was dying to play Rosalind, I believed he was right to give it
up. Then we turned to other plays he was always being urged to add to
his Shakespearean productions. There was talk about "King John,"
"Antony and Cleopatra," "Timon of Athens," "Richard II," and "Julius
Caesar," and all this talk "left me cold," even the talk about "Antony and
Cleopatra," for I could not see myself as the serpent of old Nile. Besides,
I knew Henry was not attracted by the part of Antony. He was intensely
interested in Brutus in "Julius Carsar." "That's the actor's part in the
play," he said to me once, "because it needs acting. But the actor-
manager's part is Antony, because Antony scores all along the line. Now
when the claims of actor and actor-manager conflict in a play, and there
is no part for you in it, I think it's wiser to leave that play alone." So
"Julius Caesar" was turned down, and Henry threw himself into the
work of preparing the production of "Macbeth." In August 1887 we
went to Scotland to get ideas for the scenes. I find an entry in my d&ry
for that year describing a little incident in this quest for local colour.
"Visited the 'Blasted Heath; Behold a flourishing potato-field! A smooth
softness everywhere. We must blast our own heath when we do
Macbeth."
The rehearsals were very exhausting, but they were splendid to watch.
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